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on your part which he may regard as detrimental
thereto.
" The terms of service upon which you are engaged
have been set forth in a contract which has been
given to you by His Majesty the King of Iraq."
I have quoted these passages because they seem
to me to define as concisely as possible the system
upon which our work as mandatory Power has been
conducted in Iraq for the past ten years. This
system represents a novel experiment in the relation
between His Majesty's Government and an Eastern
people, an experiment deliberately conducted in
fulfilment of our war-time promise to recognise
and support the independence of the Arabs. It
also represents to me the final outcome of my own
endeavours to reconcile two opposing schools of
thought.
At the end of two busy months I went back to
London to report to Mr. Churchill and take up my
ordinary work in the Middle East Department.
During my stay in Iraq I had visited all the impor-
tant centres : Mosul, where I had first arrived on
my raft in 1913 ; Arbil and Kirkuk, which I had
not seen before ; Hillah, where I had bought barley
in 1917, and where I found my old friends Dickson
of Suq ash Sheyukh and Ali Jaudat Beg of the
Deraa flying column working together under the
new dispensation ; Nasiriyah, where I had formed
the first councils in 1916 ; Basrah, still protected by
the Shaiba Bund from the Euphrates floods; Amara
and Kut al Amara, where I found old friends of the
early days ; and lastly Baghdad itself, where King
Feisal and Sir Percy Cox, ably seconded by the
officers of Colonel Wilson's civil administration and
by Cornwallis, Joyce, and all my Iraq companions in